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Dear Supporters, 

I was recently examining the doorframe of my son's bedroom,
where we've tracked his growth since he was first able to stand. As I
followed each notch with my finger, I noticed that his biggest
growth spurt was between ages 5 and 6.

It is interesting how our investments rarely grow at a consistent
rate. The Center and LIFT experienced tremendous growth this year
that both humbled and inspired our team. Through opportunity,
necessity, and the strength of our supporters, our staff doubled, and
with it our capacity to grow our roots deeper into this community.

The metrics of our humble, soul-filled organization are a testament
to our growth. But what isn't so easy to report is how many times
we laughed until we cried, embraced one another in moments of
grief, and stretched to support a neighbor or student in need.

Our work is heart work, and it grew infinitely this year.

With endless gratitude,

Rebekah TenBrink 2



3 G
R

O
W

T
H

 A
T

T
H

E 
C

EN
T

ER
The Friendship Community Center
(The Center) has always existed to
provide a gathering space for our
community. We aim to enrich and
strengthen multigenerational and
multicultural relationships across
Leelanau County.

community. 

In 2022, the programs and
classes offered at The Center
have grown to 26 hours of
diverse opportunities with
more than 200 participating
community members each
week. 
While we proudly maintain beloved
Center traditions such as monthly
potlucks, senior cards, and
Celebrate, we are also excited to
expand     our     offerings     for    the

Some noteworthy new traditions
include our annual summer
rummage sale during Suttons Bay's
sidewalk sales and weekly jam
sessions in the building's basement
with musicians of different ages
and skill levels coming together.

A new summer art series was
also introduced in 2022.
Thanks to the support of
Friends of Fine Arts and the
Suttons Bay Art Festival,
community members had
the chance to learn acrylic
painting, clay-building, or
pour art in multi-week classes
taught by local artists. 
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REGULAR
PROGRAMS

AND CLASSES
5LOAVES2FISH MEAL PICK-UP

ADULT TAP DANCE
CHAIR YOGA

COMMUNITY JAM SESSIONS
COMMUNITY POTLUCKS

GENTLE YOGA
STEP AEROBICS
TAE KWON DO

TAI CHI
UKULELE
& MORE!

Visit our website at www.thecentersb.com
for our classes and events calendar!



LIFT GROWS IN LEELANAU COUNTY
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With support from Rotary Charities of
Traverse City, we hired Corrie Piersma as
LIFT's first full-time Middle School Program
Coordinator at Suttons Bay Schools. Corrie
plans, prepares, and runs daily activities for
6th through 8th graders in LIFT's permanent
classroom at the school.

For the first time ever, LIFT's
afterschool program is available to
Suttons Bay Middle School students
five days a week until 5:30 PM.

5

In more subtle ways, LIFT also provides
crucial support to school staff and
administration by co-teaching a leadership
class, sitting with students in the cafeteria,
and co-hosting school dances.

Suttons Bay High School students participate
in weekly planned activities with LIFT staff
and volunteers in the evenings and on the
weekends. This has included paintballing,
snow tubing, skiing, and rock climbing!

LIFT's reach also expanded to
Northport Public Schools in the 2022-
2023 school year.

Northport Middle Schoolers are able to
attend LIFT's afterschool program at Suttons
Bay Schools four days weekly utilizing the
school bus that drives student-athletes to
Suttons Bay for collaborative sports. We have
been thrilled to get to know some new teens
and invite them into the LIFT family! 
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I FEEL SAFE WHEN I COME TO
LIFT. I ALSO HAVE A LOT OF

FUN HERE, ESPECIALLY WHEN
WE PLAY SPORTS AND GAMES
IN THE HALLWAY. I COME TO

LIFT BECAUSE IT'S SOMETHING
FUN TO DO AFTER SCHOOL
AND I CAN HANG OUT WITH

MY FRIENDS.

BRISA
Brisa is a 6th-grade student at
Suttons Bay Schools. She attends
our afterschool program for middle
schoolers. This is what she thinks
about LIFT.
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THE BEST SUMMER EVER
Thanks to the support of the Leelanau Township Community
Foundation, Northport and Suttons Bay Middle and High
School students had the chance to enjoy all that Northern
Michigan summers have to offer alongside our staff and
volunteers. 

For the first time, LIFT hosted teens all summer long in a
variety of weekly outdoor activities. Kayaking, mountain
biking, fishing, and disc golf; you name it, our teens did it. We
were even able to provide door-to-door pick-ups and drop-
offs for students without transportation. 

Summertime, for many students, is a season of time with
family, summer jobs, and being outdoors. For others, it can be
a time of isolation, academic backsliding, and stressful home
environments. That is why we prioritized making summer
programming available and accessible in 2022. 

The success of our first-ever LIFT summer programming has
us excited to offer similar opportunities to our teens in 2023. If
you see us around town this summer, be sure to wave hello! 8



9 BEAN ROWS
5LOAVES2FISH
AFFORDABLE MATTRESS OF TRAVERSE CITY
AURORA CELLARS
BAY BOOKS
BAYSIDE GALLERY
BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH
BETSY EIKE
BETSY PRICE
BILL PERKINS
BODY BALANCE
BONEK AGENCY
BONNY EVERETT
BRAIN STORM
BREAK WATER COMPANY
CATHOLIC HUMAN SERVICES
CRYSTAL MOUNTAIN RESORT
DUTCH ZONDERMAN
EDWARDS HOME FURNISHING
ENERDYNE
FARM CLUB
FRIENDS OF FINE ARTS
FUNISTRADA
GENE'S AUTO SALES
GRAND TRAVERSE REGIONAL COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION

GRAND TRAVERSE SAUCE COMPANY
GREAT LAKES POTATO CHIP COMPANY 
HANSEN FOODS
HAYSTACKS
HILLSIDE FEED AND GRAIN
THE HOMESTEAD
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
INDEPENDENT BANK
INTER-TRIBAL COUNCIL OF MICHIGAN
JELINEK ORCHARDS
JIMMY JOHN'S OF TRAVERSE CITY
JIM THE MATTRESS GUY
JOHN HADDIX AGENCY
JON'S BARBER SHOP AND SPORTS SHOP
KESWICK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
KMB SIGNATURE SERVICES
L. MAWBY LLC
LAKE LEELANAU RENTAL PROPERTIES
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF LEELANAU
COUNTY
LEELANAU CONSERVANCY
LEELANAU COUNTY SUBSTANCE MISUSE
PREVENTION COALITION
LEELANAU CREATIVE DESIGNS
LEELANAU ENTERPRISE
LEELANAU PHYSICAL THERAPY9 C
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LEELANAU TOWNSHIP COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION
LELAND LIBRARY
LEO CREEK PRESERVE
LIMA BEAN
LYNNE RAE PERKINS
MI MARKET
MR. HOXIE'S GARAGE
MUNDO'S
MURDICK'S FUDGE SHOPPE
NEWTON'S ROAD
NEW MISSION GALLERY
NORM AND IRV'S 
NORTHERN LUMBER
NORTHPORT LIONS CLUB
NORTHPORT PUBLIC SCHOOLS
OLESON FOUNDATION
PAINTED BIRD
PB & SONS INC.
PLANT MASTERS
PLUM BLOSSOM TEA COMPANY
POPPY THINGS
ROBET FOUNDATION
ROLLING ROCK DESIGN
ROOST
ROTARY CHARITIES OF TRAVERSE CITY 10

SHADY LANE MARKET
SHARECARE OF LEELANAU
SONS OF NORWAY
SUTTONS BAY ART FESTIVAL
SUTTONS BAY-BINGHAM DISTRICT
LIBRARY
SUTTONS BAY CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH
SUTTONS BAY MASSAGE CENTER
SUTTONS BAY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
SUTTONS BAY SPICE COMPANY
TANDEM CIDERS
TEAM NO EVIL
THE FRONT PORCH
TOM'S MARKET
UNION YOGA
VI GRILL
WOOL & HONEY
YOGA FOR EVERY-BODY
ZIMMERMAN AUTO HAUS

The Center and LIFT are
founded on the belief that
true change happens
through connection and
community. We are proud
to partner with a variety of
local businesses and
organizations to meet our
community's needs and
passions.

Do you have a partnership
idea you want to bring to
The Center? Please contact
us at info@thcentersb.com.

IT TAKES A
VILLAGE
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ALTEMANN
GRACE ARAI-LACEY
MARY ANN ARVO
PAUL AND NANCY AUDETTE
LOIS BAHLE
BRIANNA AND LANCE BARDEN
CAROL AND CRAIG BAWDEN
SARGENT AND NANCY
BEGEMAN
JOHN AND TINA BEVINGTON
DANIEL BIBER
DAVID AND JULIE BLAKELY
HENRY AND STEPHANIE
BLOUNT
DAN AND SUE BOSS
CHRISTY AND JAMES
BOUTWELL
C.A. BRANDT
KERSTI BRUINING
CHARLES AND SUSAN CADY
JACQUELINE CANTALUPO
MONICA AND BRIAN CARMAN
BETTY CARPENTER
SARAH CHANTACA

SUSAN CHAPMAN
LINDA COON
TERRY AND JOANNE
CORCORAN
CLAY COUTURIER
WILLIAM CRACKEL
NANCY DASH
KIRA DAVIS
NATE DEVOL
LINDA AND NELSON
DIMELE/DEJESUS
MOLLY DONAHUE
HAYWARD DRAPER
WILLIAM DROZDALSKI
JACK AND LEAH DUNN
KATHLEEN EGAN
CONNIE AND HOWARD
EISENHART
CHRISTOPHER ELLIOTT
NANCY ELMORE
MARK AND ANNETTE
EVANS
CORY EYER
CAROLYN FAUGHT
DENISE FLANNERY

ANTONIO AND IAN FORD-
MARTINEZ
DEB FOSTER
PAMELA FRAKER
NANCY GALLAGHER
DARLENE GARLAND
DANU GERACI
DANA GETSINGER
PENELOPE GORDON
JENNIFER GRANT
KELLY GRAVELLE
LARRY AND BARBARA
GRAVES
ANN AND DONALD
GREGORY
DENISE GRIGSBY
JANE GRISHAW
RICHARD GROUT
PATRICIA HAAS
LAUREN HALL
MARY AND CARL HAMMOND
TINA HARLAN
BOB AND MARTA HARRIS
CLARENCE AND JEAN
HEEREMA
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ROBERT AND GAIL HETLER
CHELSEA HILTON
WILLIAM R. HOFF
ROSE HOLLANDER AND ERIC
GERSTNER
NATHAN HOLTSCHLAG
AMY HUBBELL
JOHN HUNTER
TERESSA HUPFER
MELISSA INGWERSEN
MAGGIE JOHNSON
KELLY JOHNSON
JOSEPHINE AND JEFFERY
ARROWOOD-ROSS
THOMAS AND LINDA KALBER
KELLY KEHL
JOSEPH KING
SUSAN KINGMAN
LORI AND PATRICK KIRKEY
STEFANIE KOCHIS
LAYTON KORSON
MARY KROPP
ESTHER KRUEGER
ROBERT AND KATHLEEN LABA
STUART AND SHARON LAING

EMILY LEMIEUX
JULIANA LISUK
WILLIAM AND KAREN LOTT
BEN AND LINDSAY LOZNAK
ALEXANDER LUKSCH
DALE AND MARY MAJERCZYK
TAYLOR MALCOLM
SAMUEL MARTIN
BILL HENDRICK AND MARY
BERGHUIS
TERRI MATTARELLA
KRISTINA MATTIS
LARRY MAWBY
ELIZABETH MCANDREWS
KEVIN MCBRIDE
JANET MCGILL
MARTHA MEEK
SUE MILLER
KATHY MILLER
TAMMY AND RICHARD MITCHELL
CRAIG AND BARB MOSHER
JAMES AND ANN MUENNICH
KELLY NEWCOMB
CHRISTINE NOETZEL
MARY NORTH

SUSAN ODOM
JENNIFER ODWYER
VICTORIA OLTERSDORF
DUSTIN AND KIM ORDWAY
PETE AND JAN OSTROWSKI
MARJORIE PARKIS
ANN AND STAN PASCH
RICHARD PATERSON
JASON PEPLINSKI
LYNNE AND BILL PERKINS
RAY AND JAN PEZZI
DONNA POPKE
CRIS PORTER
LATRISHA PORTER
GEORGE PREWITT
THOMAS PRITZ
MARTHA PHILLIPS
MARTHA RAMSDELL
MEG REDMOND
LAUREN REED
LAURA REED
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FRED AND NANCY REEVES
KAREN AND RICHARD REYHL
DANIEL RICE
WHITNEY ROBERTS
AIMEE ROBERTSON
LESLYE ROBINSON
TIM AND PEGGY ROD
DALE AND CYNTHIA ROLLEY
BRIAN AND RITA RUNDE
BILL SAWYER AND MICHELE
HULSEY
DONNA SCHAERER
KATHRYN SCHERER
JAMIE SCHICHTEL
KATRINA SCHUUR
CARRIE SHARP
RONALD SHARP
CAROL SHIPLEY
BETH IDA SIELOFF
PHILLIP SIEMER
ELIZABETH SLANEC
TED AND KELLY SLATER
DENA SMITH
JEFFERY SPALDING
MARY AND STEVE STANTON

KATHARINE STERKEN
SHAWN SULICH
MARY BETH AND ALEXANDER
SWIDERSKI
WINIFRED THARP
KATE THORNHILL
RONALD AND MARY
TONNEBERGER
ADAM TRUCKEY
PEGGY TURNEY
MAREK ULICNY
MARY VALPEY
BETH VERHEY
NORMA VERHEY
JESSICA VITALE
JOHN AND KIM VOLK
KAREN WACHS
JUDITH WALTER
KAROL WASHBURN
MARCIA WEBB
NANCY AND STEPHEN
WEGIENEK
MICHAEL AND STACY
WENSTRUP
CLAIRE AND JOHN WILDER

FRED AND LORI WILLE
ARDEN WILSON
ANDREW AND EMILY
WORDEN
PHILIP AND SUSAN
ZABOROWICZ
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Thank you so much
to our invested
supporters who

continue to meet
the need for

community and
connection in

Leelanau County!



AS A PARENT, I CONSTANTLY ASK 
 MYSELF, 'WHAT CAN I DO TO HELP

ENSURE THAT NOT JUST MY
CHILDREN BUT ALL CHILDREN ARE

PROVIDED THE SUPPORT AND
GUIDANCE NECESSARY TO LIVE LONG,

FULFILLING LIVES?' THAT'S AN
ENORMOUS UNDERTAKING AND

SOMETHING I CANNOT DO ALONE.
BUT THAT IS PRECISELY WHAT THE

LIFT PROGRAM DOES.

ANTONIO 
FORD-MARTINEZ
Antonio Ford-Martinez has been a LIFT donor
and volunteer for two years. This is why he
chooses to invest in Leelanau County's youth.
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WHAT'S NEXT?
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At the heart of our work as your community
center is the building that has served Suttons
Bay since 1853. As programming and
community participation at The Center
grows, so does our need for more space. That
is why we are currently in the process of
raising funds for an intentional restoration
and overhaul of our facilities that will make
this gathering space safer, more accessible,
and more efficient. Our ultimate goal is to
serve the community better and provide all
its members with a place of belonging.

As a community-based nonprofit, we have
included numerous community members in
the design and direction of upcoming capital
improvements. 

Look out for more updates this year on this
exciting project at The Center. Feel free to
stop in and chat with us about the vision for
the building and visit our website at
www.thecentersb.com/together for more
information.

Did you know?
Did you know that 2023 marks The Center's 170th year in Suttons Bay. The building
that houses our organization has a rich history that we intend to restore and honor. 



16

LIFT is continuing to expand opportunities
offered for Northport Middle and High
Schoolers in the 2023-2024 academic year. 

Our newest staff member, Alana Slanec, was
recently hired as LIFT's full-time Program
Coordinator at Northport Schools. She will be
facilitating daily afterschool programming for
Northport's 6th through 8th graders from the
time of dismissal until 5:30 PM. She will also
coordinate regular out-of-schooltime
activities for its 9th through 12th graders and
serve as a support person for Northport
Schools' staff and administration, lending a
hand when and where it's needed most.

LIFT's long-term vision is to serve in a similar
capacity in all of Leelanau County's schools.
We can't share our enthusiasm enough for
this first major expansion. We look forward to
connecting better with the Northport
community and most importantly, its teens. 

The demand for social-emotional support for
our area's youth grows year after year. Only
with your support has our growing impact
been possible. Thank you!

Looking for volunteers...
LIFT is looking for dedicated individuals to volunteer at our events, afterschool program, homework
lab, and community cheer section. Interested? Email us at volunteer@thecentersb.com.



BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Kate Sterken
President

Teressa Hupfer
Treasurer

Juliana Lisuk
Nonprofit Representative

Beatriz Moreno
Latina Representative

Beth Sieloff
Tribal Communities Representative

Ramona Clemente
Senior Representative

Darlene Garland
Church Representative

Ian Ford-Martinez
Parent Representative17



STAFF
Rebekah TenBrink
Executive Director

Audrey Sharp
Associate Director

Emily Worden
Program Development Director

Claire Palmer
Brand Manager

Corrie Piersma
LIFT Suttons Bay Middle School
Program Coordinator

Alana Slanec
LIFT Northport Program Coordinator 18



Grants
50.9%

Community Support
45.2%

Building Usage
3.9%
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TOTAL REVENUE
JAN 2022 - DEC 2022:

$256,914.18
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Programming
46.4%

Administrative Costs
44.9%

Facilities
5.4% Fundraising Costs

3.3%
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S TOTAL EXPENSES

JAN 2022 - DEC 2022:

$242,202.07
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RENT THE CENTER
Did you know you can rent The Center for
an event, celebration, or program? When

you rent space at the Center, you will have
access to our main hall located on the

ground floor as well as our restrooms and a
small kitchen! We would love to help you

host your next gathering.



MONDAY - THURSDAY
4 Hours - $50
8 Hours - $100



FRIDAY - SUNDAY

8 Hours - $150

Email us at rentals@thecentersb.com for
more information!
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E-MAIL: info@thecentersb.com
WEBSITES: www.liftyouthsb.com

                         www.thecentersb.com

CONNECT WITH US


